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October 20, 2009 

Ms. Margaret Campion
Director, Corporate Services
Riviera Industries Inc.
245 Dearborn Park Road
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE1 1EH
Dear Ms. Campion: 

I am writing to you today to introduce you to a company that makes it very easy for companies like yours to augment its corporate social responsibility (CSR) activities.

Shared Interest is a cooperative lending society that aims to reduce poverty in the world by providing fair and just financial services. They work with fair trade businesses in 41 countries, both producers and buyers, providing credit to help them trade and develop.

As the world’s only 100% fair trade lender, Shared Interest uses investment from people living in the UK to lend to fair trade businesses in the developing world. With share accounts ranging anywhere from £100 to £20,000, Shared Interest caters for individuals as well as SMEs right up to blue chip multinationals, with the potential of them being able to withdraw their money should they need it for a rainy day.

From its headquarters in Newcastle upon Tyne, Shared Interest has opened regional offices in Costa Rica, Kenya and Peru, where staff with local knowledge seek out even the most marginalised farmers and handicraft makers who are desperately in need of credit so they can get their goods to market. As interest rates dip here, they are soaring dramatically in the likes of Costa Rica, where loans are being offered at 30-40% and rising. In other places, such as Nicaragua, lines of credit have been withdrawn completely as banks refuse to take the risk.

At Shared Interest, their investors share the risk, and the organisation is proud that, in all its years of trading, no investor capital has been compromised. In fact, despite being unsecured, loans are being repaid at a rate of just over 98%.

By making an ethical investment in Shared Interest, companies can help entrepreneurs much like themselves but facing different challenges to trade their way out of poverty.  

Please feel free to contact Shared Interest directly (0191 233 9100) if you have any questions about this investment opportunity.  

Kind regards,

Joe Blogs, Shared Interest Ambassador

